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A R T S   &   C  U  L T U R E  

 
Finalist: Anton Art Center 
 
Website: www.theartcenter.org 
 
Mission: The Art Center's mission is to enrich and inspire people of all ages through the arts. 
 
Project Title: Artist Residences 
 
Project Executive Summary:  This proposal is intended to provide visual arts education to under-served youth in the 
Macomb County area through an artist residency program. The proposed artist residency program will allow us to make 
arts access more equitable in our community and provide these opportunities at no cost where there are currently few, 
if any.  The Urban Review reported that arts education declined from 65 percent in 1982 to a low of 50 percent in 2008, 
and that access fell more sharply for African American and Hispanic students than for their white counterparts. Urban 
schools, the schools that most often fail to meet state standards across multiple years, also tend to have a much higher 
population of disadvantaged students. 
 
Research has demonstrated the profound positive effects of arts instruction for students – particularly at-risk students. 
These effects include increased self-esteem, greater demonstration of creativity, improved performance in STEM classes, 
increased scores on common standardized tests such as the SAT, and greater levels of college attendance.  This project is 
specifically intended to offer arts engagement opportunities to a population of students whose demographics are 
disproportionately under-served compared to the larger City of Mount Clemens population: 
 

● Jermaine Jackson Center youth are primarily African American (62% vs. Mount Clemens’ 24.8%). 
● These same youths are primarily poor (73% eligible for free lunch vs. Mount Clemens’ poverty rate of 21.8%; it 

should be noted that eligibility for free lunch is based on family income up to 130% of the poverty line, or little 
more than $31,500 for a family of four). 

● More than two thirds of school-aged children residing in Mount Clemens attend neighboring school districts that 
are perceived to offer better educations. 

 
The grant funding will go towards the development and implementation of the Artist Training Program: 

● Outcomes: Development of program and train Artists instructors, up to 15 artists will receive this training in the 
pilot program. 

● Impact: New skills set developed and expanded for art professionals, providing them with a base of knowledge 
to inform their work with at-risk and underserved populations. 

● Impact: Establishment of this training program will allow us to build our capacity to serve our community 
through increasing a pool of teaching artists with appropriate skills to work with all segments of our community. 

 
Artist Residencies 

● Outcomes: participants will engage with arts in more and different ways. 2,000 youth and other community 
members will engage with 17 artist residents during the granting period. 

● Impact: student participants should benefit positively in terms of self-esteem, and likely in academic 
performance. 

● Impact: participating students will become more open to new arts experiences and engage more fully and 
independently in their community through the arts. 

http://www.theartcenter.org/

